Piribedil-induced sleep attacks in Parkinson's disease.
'Sleep attacks', episodes of sudden onset of sleep without any prodromal symptoms, were initially described in patients with Parkinson's disease (PD) taking the newer dopamine agonists pramipexole and ropinirole. Piribedil, a nonergot agonist with both D2 and D3 agonist action, is an effective antiparkinsonian medication. However, there are very few reports of Piribedil-induced sleep attacks in PD. Among 50 PD patients seen at our Movement Disorder Clinic who had recently taken Piribedil, we identified three (6%) who satisfied the clinical description of sleep attacks. Here we provide details of the clinical characteristics of Piribedil-induced sleep attacks in these PD patients.